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CONGRATULATIONS  to the Lang Family and espe-
cially Katie on their purchase of FA Patriot from Jessica 
Zoskey.   FA Patriot , aka ñBlueò, competed on the 2008 
and 2010 Region 1 North American Young Rider team 
with Jessica.   Now Katie and Blue will become a new 
team, and Blue will be teaching a special young lady 

the ropes as they move up the levels. 

ñBlueò and his new family 

Katie and Blue look towards the   
Future 
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2011 Shel Gafford Memorial Award  
For Excellence in Sportsmanship  

 
Itôs that time again.  Itôs time to vote for the nominee 
who you feel best exemplifies the spirit of selfless good 
sportsmanship that was so much a part of Shelôs char-
acter.  There are two nominees this year.  Please take 
a few minutes to read the nominations below and vote 
for the person you feel is most deserving of this award.   
 
Candy Allen:   I would like to nominate Candy Allen for 
the Shel Gafford Award. Candy Allen has been a part 
of the Virginia dressage scene for many, many years.  
She has been a part of this community in many differ-
ent roles:  competitor, USDF Instructor, trainer, volun-
teer, show manager, and show staff.  Candy has, at all 
times, displayed a sense of fair play and good sports-
manship.  She epitomizes just what the Shel Gafford 
Award for Sportsmanship celebrates.  With her willing 
spirit and joyful attitude she is always available to sup-
port and boost anyoneôs morale at any time.  Se 
serves as a credible role model for the new, young and 
mature dressage enthusiast.  We need more Candyôs 
in our world!  Candy rocks!           ( Nancy Lowey,   
Charlottesville ) 
 
Tristin Hardy -Butler:    I would like to submit Tristin 
Hardy-Butler for the Shel Gafford Award.  Tristinôs tire-
less efforts as a board member and member of the 
Southeast Chapter of VADA through her work with 
Junior and Adult Amateurs is something to be recog-
nized.  Each year she organizes the Junior Team for 
participation in the Region 1 Junior Team Champion-
ship with numerous fundraisers and each year has 
successfully taken a good size group of Junior com-
petitors to participate in this event at virtually no cost to 
the competitorôs family.  Not only does she coordinate 
the financial efforts, she also coaches the team each 
year in addition to assisting Junior riders find suitable 
competition mounts for riders who would otherwise not 
get to participate. 
 
Tristinôs  local efforts extend to a Regional one in sup-
port of this competition and her positive, òcan-doò atti-
tude reflects in her students who always exhibit a posi-
tive attitude and good sportsmanship.   (Submitted by 
an SVDA member who asked to remain anonymous) 
 

DONôT WAITé.PLEASE VOTE NOW!!! 
 

Register your VOTE online NOW at :  
http://www.gosvda.org/svda_shelvote.htm  
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2011 Board of Directors 
 

President 
Kathy Rowse 

krowse@verizon.net 
 

Vice President 
Robyn Nunnally 

robynnunally@aol.com 
 

Secretary 
Danielle Rowland 
iam3264@aol.com  

 
Treasurer 

Shari Cutchin 
fourk9@aol.com 

 
Clinics and Programs 

Janice Mumford 
liljesco@aol.com 

 
Awards Chair 
Carol Gonyo 

tullagonyo@cox.net 
 

Juniors Chair 
Tristin Butler 

tristin@elfenridge.com 
 

Licensed Show Chair 
Donna Rowland 

donna.g.rowland@usa.dupont.com 
 

Membership Chair 
Reeta Edmundson 

reetaedmundson@cox.net 
 

Scholarship Chair 
Sandy Johnson 

pemcorgiluv@aol.com 
 

Schooling Show Chair 
Kristen Tessenear 

diamkr2001@yahoo.com 
 

Ways and Means Chair 
Diane Rombs 

promisedlandarabians@yahoo.com 
 

Newsletter and Webmaster Chairs 
Wendy Murray 

vablonde25@aol.com 
 

Members at Large 
Mary Winchell and Robin Jones 

 
VADA Representatives 

Beth Rippel 
Robyn Nunnally 
Sandy Johnson 

2011 SVDA YEAR END AWARDS PROGRAM  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The 2010 SVDA award year will be from 12/01/10 to 11/30/11.  Awards will be 
presented at the SVDA Awards Banquet in early 2012 (January or February).  

SVDA offers its members the following awards: 
1.  Schooling Show Ribbon Awards (Section B) 
2. Licensed Show Ribbon Awards (Section C) 
3. Medal Awards (Section D) 
4. Achievement Awards (Section E) 
5. Voted Special Awards: Bob Snyder Award for Volunteer of the Year, Sportsmanship, 
and Most Improved Rider (Section F) 
6. Special Awards: Captain Andy, Oak Haven Perpetual, Schooling High Point Pewter, and 
Licensed High Point Pewter (Section G) 
 

 A.  Eligibility Requirements for SVDA Awards  
1. The rider and owner must be a member of SVDA in good standing at the time of ride. 
2. An SVDA member who is leasing a horse is considered the owner for the purpose of 
showing and awards.  The actual owner of the horse does not have to be a member of SVDA for 
the horse to be shown or to qualify for awards. 
3. Individuals are eligible as Juniors until the end of the calendar year in which they reach 
the age of 18. Individuals are eligible as Young Riders from the beginning of the calendar year 
in which they reach the age of 16 until the end of the calendar year in which they reach the age 
of 21. Competitors shall compete as Adults from the beginning of the calendar year in which 
they reach the age of 22.   (DR119.3 USEF Rule Book, 2010) 
4. Riders the age of 45 or over during the award year qualify for the SVDA Vintage Divi-
sion. 
5. Riders must volunteer at least 8 hours of service to SVDA during the award year.  The 
first 4 hours of service must be completed by July 1. 
6.  Copies of Schooling Show and SVDA Sanctioned Schooling Show test scores must be 
submitted to the Awards Chair by December 4, 2010 to be eligible for awards.  See specific 
awards for details.  The copy is the front of the completed test, which must include the name of 
the competition, name of test, date, judge, judgeôs signature, score, etc.  If the judgeôs signature 
is not on the front, the rider must also copy the section that includes the signature. 
7. Copies of Recognized Show test scores must be submitted to the Awards Chair by De-
cember 4, 2010 to be eligible for Recognized Show awards.  See specific awards for details.  
The copy is the front of the completed test, which must include the name of the competition, 
name of test, date, judge, judgeôs signature, score, etc.  If the judgeôs signature is not on the 
front, the rider must also copy the section that includes the signature.  A copy of a USDF Inter-
net Printout of a Licensed Test score is also acceptable. 
8. It is the position of the Board of Directors of SVDA that specialty show scores (i.e. 
Quarter Horse, Morgan, and Arab shows) are not considered for tabulation in the SVDA year 
end awards.  However, SVDA members participating in open dressage classes at a show adver-
tised in the regional USDF Omnibus who have questions about acceptance of their scores may 
submit information to the Board of Directors for clarification.  Consideration of score eligibility will 
be based on the showôs prize list, the list of classes, the Omnibus ad, and the USDF and USEF 
show numbers. 
 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING AWARDS IS DECEMBER 5, 2011  
NO EXCEPTIONS 

Complete Award Forms Available: www.gosvda.org  
 

Mail your completed award forms and scores to:  
Carol Gonyo  

 920 Forest Lakes Drive  
Chesapeake, VA 23322 -7559 
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SVDAôS ñASK THE TRAINER/JUDGE ò 
BY: MARTY-ANNA SCHRIEBL  

Submit your Questions toé                           
patriotfarm@wildblue.net   

Welcome to Ask the Trainer/Judge Column!    

Question:   I have a young horse that I would like to 
start showing next year.   Do you have any hints on 
introducing a young horse to the show scene? - 
Signed, Horselover at Langley  
 
Dear Horse lover at Langley; 
The number of things that have gone wrong for me while 
doing this would make a fun story, but it has also given 
me a great process to minimize the disasters and in-
crease the probability that in the end Iôm going to have a 
confident and relaxed show pony.    
Iôm assuming that your horse loads and trailers easily. If 
thatôs not the case, you have to accomplish teaching 
your horse to load well first. Then on to the process of 
getting to a show.   
If I know in September that I want to show a young 
horse in the following spring and summer months, I have 
to get him going places. I plan on trailering my young 
horse  twice a month for an outing,  a lesson,  and to 
schooling shows. It has to become part of their routine. I 
óve had great success with this process and have ended 
up with very confident happy horses at a show. If you 
make it fun and slowly introduce higher energy situa-
tions, they adapt beautifully. I recommend having a 
friend come with you, someone with good experience so 
that you have help loading and handling your horse if 
you need it. This is a lot  to take on all alone. At the very 
least plan to have someone at home and someone at 
the travel destination to help you.  Your goal is to de-
velop a process that teaches your horse to focus and 
relax away from home as well as it does at home. This 
will take some time and patienceôs but itôs well worth it in 
the end.  Clinics, and lessons are incredibly useful tools 
to use to get your horse ready for the show ring, and 
youôll have expert help and advice along the way to help 
ensure your plan is working.   
As part of a young horses education in the breaking 
process I like to take them places without riding.  The 
first outing is only to get off the trailer walk around eat 
some grass and then go home. I want it to be easy and 
no stress. Often times Iôll bring a babysitter with me, an 
older horse that is seasoned and doesnôt get upset by 
new places. This is really important to help build the con-
fidence of a young horse. What you donôt want is to have 
two horses feeding off each other making the stress 
even worse.   
I wait until my young horse is going under saddle walk 
trot canter at home confidently and on the aids before I 
ride them away from home for the first time. Iôm happy 
just to walk and be relaxed the first time, and then Iôll 
start to school more difficult work. At this point Iôm still 
going to someplace very quiet and controlled. I will 
phase out the babysitter after a couple of visits.  

When I can do this, the next step is to increase the ex-
citement level again, Iôm also starting to think about get-
ting my young horse used to working with other horses 
in the arena. This can be a huge distraction in the begin-
ning, and your horse has to learn to focus on you in a 
warm up ring.  I go to a different place and take a les-
son,  participate in a clinic. Local schooling shows, dres-
sage and hunter jumper, are a great place to  hang out 
and let them watch the  

action. The idea is to get more exposure to more activity go-
ing on around you. You will be teaching your horse to learn to 
focus, relax and that they can work away from home.  Get on 
and school when your horse is taking it all in and staying re-
laxed.   
When this is going well and I can ride on the aids in the arena 
with other horses I make a decision about the first recognized 
show. I choose a small show to start. Itôs either going to be a 
schooling experience for both days  or Iôll enter a class on the 
second day and school the  first day. I have had young 
horses that are ready to go on the first dayl, you have to use 
your judgment. At this point you are going to have learned a 
lot about your horse, how it handles stress, and you will have 
developed a process for focusing and  relaxing your horse. 
Now you are on your way!     
 

Kris Montgomery  

USDF Certified Instructor (Tng through 2
nd

 level); USDF L 
Graduate with Distinction  

 
Dear Horselover at Langley,  

 
There is no real answer to your question.  You have to listen 
to your young horse and guide him/her the best that you 
can.  He/She may be come frightened at times and will look 
to you (as their leader or boss mare) and you have to show 
them that there is no reason to hesitate or to be concerned. 
You are the one that stays relaxed and walks confidently to-
wards what is so scary that it might eat you or swallow you 
whole.  You are the one that reassures him or her that this is 
part of everyday life and there is nothing out of the ordinary 
here. 

 
 So Horselover at Langley, I breed and raise young warm-
bloods.  I take them as young horses to inspections and 
some breed shows as youngsters.  This helps them get off 
the farm very young in life and helps with the handling(baths, 
braids, etc) and trailoring (they learn it does not eat them).  I 
try to take them in pairs and alone and keep it short and fun 
for them.  We walk around and go in strange stalls and wash 
racks.  Strange riding rings, jumps, different trailers, you 
name it we look at it and if we can get in it, we will try it.  But 
most important it is just going and doing stuff with them.   
 
I wish you the best of luck with your youngster!  

 
Sandy Johnson  
L Graduate with Distinction  
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SVDA FALL CLINIC WITH REBECCA VICK  

Rebecca Vick  

Rebecca Vick is a 27 year old resident of Southern Pines, North Carolina. She worked for over five years as 
assistant trainer to Grand Prix Dressage rider Jim Koford, riding all levels and types of horses, including 

several breeding stallions. She has also furthered her education through clinics with Jane Weatherwax, Lilo 
Fore, and Lynn Kimball-Davis.  

Rebecca has trained and competed multiple horses at FEI Levels, and since the Equestrian Star competi-
tion has begun her own training and sales business. She is currently training and teaching all levels of 

horses and riders at Karen and Ed Brisson's Good Deeds Farm. Rebecca was recently chosen to attend the 
Young Dressage Horse Trainer's Forum and looks forward to debuting her mare, Zarena, at Prix St. George 

this fall and competing the Brisson's Weltman in the Young Horse Developing FEI classes in the future.  
The biggest highlight of Rebecca's career thus far was competing in the America's Next Equestrian Star 
contest with Robert Dover. During this competition, she had the opportunity to work with many world re-
nowned instructors and riders, in addition to learning from experts in saddle fitting, nutrition, and farrier 

work. It was truly a life changing experience that enabled her to take her training and knowledge to a much 
higher level in a short amount of time. 

 

 November 19 & 20   
$45.00 for SVDA members (riders)   

non-members $65 
 

November 19th at Silverleaf Farm  Suffolk 
November 20th at Princess Anne Farm Va Beach 

 
General Membership meeting November 19th  7-9 

Firemountain Grill  934-0924 
1202 N Main Street 
Suffolk, VA 23434 

 
Rebecca Vick will be the guest speaker and the SVDA nominating committee will present a slate of officers 

for the 2012 SVDA board and take nominations from the floor. 
CLINIC FORM AND RELEASE AVAILABLE ON WWW.GOSVDA.ORG 
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Janice Mumford  
 

USDF Bronze & Silver Medalist 

USDF ñLò Graduate 

 

 

Clinics & Lessons at your Farm 

 

Judging Dressage & Open Schooling 

Shows 

 

Call  
757.635.8023  

CLINICS | LESSONS | JUDGING 
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!ōƻǳǘ IŀƭŦπIŀƭǘ  
IŀƭŦπIŀƭǘ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ 
by the SVDA and provided as a 
service to its members. News 
items, show results, calendar 
of events, photos, classifieds 

and services directory are 
incorporated into the 

newsletter. 
 
 

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER 
IS THE 25th OF EACH MONTH 

Wendy L. Murray 
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster 

vablonde25@aol.com 
 
 

SVDA encourages its members 
to submit articles, member 
updates, information and 
pictures for publication, 

however, SVDA reserves the 
right to edit, reject or use 

materials as and when 
deemed appropriate. 

 

SVDA Members: 
Submit your Show 

Scores, News, Stories or ideas 
for publication 
in Half-Halt by 

emailing Wendy at 
vablonde25@aol.com 

Board Meeting Minutes 

VADA  

Wednesday September 14, 2011 

Via teleconference 

 

Board Members Present: : Alison Douglas(Central),  Tina Longaker(Charlottesville),   Jane Palmer

(ShenVADA),  Robyn Nunnally(SVDA),   Tracey Smith-Oliver (SWAVADA), Jessie Ginsburg (NOVA), 

Beth Rippel (SVDA),   Sherri Booye (Charlottesville), Sandy Johnson (SVDA), Gary Goodale 

(SWAVDA), Sheli King (NOVA) 

Other Members: Dianne Boyd (NOVA) 

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. 

Minutes from the last meeting were read and accepted as submitted. 

 

USDF Annual Meeting- Alison Douglas made a motion that was seconded by Beth Rippel that VADA 

pay Tina Longaker the $500 stipend to go the meeting as we had voted last time to send six people. Other 

reps will be Alison Head, Sheli King, Sandy Johnson and Gardy Bloemers. 

Treasurerôs Report: 

Combined balances in the bank accounts - $115,113.  Jessie will also be ensuring that all the officers are 

on the signature cards. 

 

Fall Show: 

Dianne reported that there has been turnover in personnel at the VHC but it really shouldnôt present a 

problem for us.  We have our 2012 dates.  One question will be regarding the storage of our rings. 

The Doggie Costumer class will have $400 in sponsor prizes.  Placings will be first thru third and then an 

additional 5 category winners.  There will be a request for donations to support the ñFriends of the Home-

less Animalsò charity.  The show sponsors would like to use this as an opportunity to have our dogs 

ñhelpò less fortunate brothers and sisters. 

The sweatshirts will be purple with a pink/grey/black logo. 

 

Awards Banquet: 

Shenandoah Crossing has been sidelined for a year. There is a concern among the board that if there is 

bad weather, itôll be very difficult to get to the facility.  Alison Douglas will contact The Boarôs Head 

regarding reserving Sunday the 12th of February. Any members with ideas for awards should contact 

Jessie. 

 

Adult Team: 

Has been cancelled for this year due to low team entries. 

 

Chapter Updates: 

NOVA- Their licensed show at the 10th and 11th was successful as was the used tack sale they ran at the 

show. 

Charlottesville- October 8th schooling show that will also have CT/Jumping.  Their Nov 15th evening 

meeting will have a speaker on dentistry. 

 

ShenVADA- The MFS exhibition at the Shenandoah County Fair on August 28th got rained out by the hur-

ricane. They are having a schooling show Oct 2nd and will be having a membership meeting in November. 

 

Central- They have a grooming clinic with Molly Sorge-Kirk at Martha Mitchellôs farm in Goochland on 

November 12th.  Their October schooling show will be held at the Chesterfield County Fairgrounds on 

October 8th. 

 

Southeast- Schooling show in September was full; last one for the year will be October 18th. They will not 

be having a licensed show next August. 

 

Southwest- They will be having their Adult Camp and a schooling show in October. 

 

Fredricksburg- They had a good turnout at their licensed show in September. 

 

The next teleconference will be held on November 2nd at 8:00 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alison Douglas 
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HENNIG SADDLES FOR SALE  

        
# 0102066  17.5MW Blk Dressage Saddle Exposed Thigh Blocks é.. $3 400 

                

# 0209493  17MW - W Blk Dressage Saddle  Exposed Thigh Blocks .. . $2995  

           

#0405267  17.5MW Bl k Dressage Saddle Exposed Thigh Blocksé $3 800 

Gently used Saddles arriving from Germany.  Chose the saddle Professionals  and Olympians use!  

Ride in a Hennig and all other saddles will seem inferior!                New saddles retail for $6300!  

See more info at www.legendhillhanoverians.com  

Debr a C. Maddux at 540 -460 -3836  located in VA BCH . Trials available!  
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