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SVDA Spring Fling 2011 
Special Thanks to Donna Rowland, Volunteers and Sponsors!! 

Patti Pierucci presenting Sandy Johnson her 
Fourth Level High Score Award 

Katie from KJ Massage presenting 
April Shultz High Score Award for 

Third Level 

Danielle Rowland and Sarah Meinertzhagen presenting 
Nancy Murray with the FEI High Score Award (Nancy got 

a 60% in her first Grand Prix test!!) 

Sarah Miller with the High 
Score Award for Second Level 

Tina Bodnar, Robin Jones, & Bill Boyd 
scoring tests in Secretary's Tent 

Katie from KJ Massage giving a 
rider a massage at the show 

Kathy Rowse and Dianne Boyd 
 

The Doughnut brigade - Mary Winchell, Danielle Rowland, Mike 
Winchell 
 

NEXT SCHOOLING SHOW IS MAY 29, 2011 
BRIDLEWOOD FARMS | WAVERLY, VA 

ENTRIES NOW OPEN! 
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2011 Board of Directors 
 

President 
Kathy Rowse 

krowse@verizon.net 
 

Vice President 
Robyn Nunnally 

robynnunally@aol.com 
 

Secretary 
Danielle Rowland 
iam3264@aol.com  

 
Treasurer 

Shari Cutchin 
fourk9@aol.com 

 
Clinics and Programs 

Janice Mumford 
liljesco@aol.com 

 
Awards Chair 
Carol Gonyo 

tullagonyo@cox.net 
 

Juniors Chair 
Tristin Butler 

tristin@elfenridge.com 
 

Licensed Show Chair 
Donna Rowland 

donna.g.rowland@usa.dupont.com 
 

Membership Chair 
Reeta Edmundson 

reetaedmundson@cox.net 
 

Scholarship Chair 
Sandy Johnson 

pemcorgiluv@aol.com 
 

Schooling Show Chair 
Kristen Tessenear 

diamkr2001@yahoo.com 
 

Ways and Means Chair 
Diane Rombs 

promisedlandarabians@yahoo.com 
 

Newsletter and Webmaster Chairs 
Wendy Murray 

vablonde25@aol.com 
 

Members at Large 
Mary Winchell and Robin Jones 

 
VADA Representatives 

Beth Rippel 
Robyn Nunnally 
Sandy Johnson 

Scholarship Report: Sarah Miller 

I would like to thank SVDA for the Educational 

Scholarship; it gave me the opportunity to ride 

with Patti Pierucci.  Working with Patti was fun 

and enlightening.   We worked on Third and 

Fourth level movements, the proper way to ride 

them and polishing them.  It was great working 

with Patti because she would break the move-

ment down to its mechanics, this made the 

movements easy.  But Patti also gives you, the 

ride, a way to think about each movement.  Dres-

sage is a mind game as well as a physical excurse.  

The biggest thing I came away in the mind game 

area is that I have always asked my horses to think.  I train my horses with Eventing in mind, 

which means I want them to think. To puzzle their way out of a situation, but now thinking 

about how to get out of work is part of the problem.   But as Patti pointed out a number of 

ǘƛƳŜǎΣ Ω! 5ǊŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦΩ  {ƻ ƴƻǿ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ Ƴȅ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦ  

This is not easy.  Patti taught me to rethink my whole idea of riding Dressage.  She made me 

think of how to break each movement down for the horse so it is easy to understand.  The 

ƘƻǊǎŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘȅ ƘŜΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ 

movement is done and listen to you when you ask for that movement.  Xander now spends 

more time doing the movements correctly than he spends on time trying to avoid the move-

ments.   

Thanks, Patti, and thank you SVDA.     
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Judging Language for Rider Scores  
Submitted By Kathy Rowse  USEF ñSò Judge 

 
In the new USEF tests, the Riderôs Scores are broken down into 3   different 

collective marks.  So what is the judge going to be looking for 
in order to determine your scores?  Here is the Judging Language 

that has been discussed and gives great guidance to riders and     judges. 
Seat 
 
Posture  ï ear, shoulder, hip, heel alignment.  No hollow back 
Alignment  ï vertical in both dimensions.  Shoulders level.  Ribs  
In middle with no sagging on the sides. 
Stability  ï Firm seat, stable core, quiet hands/forearms, no Sloshing around. 
Elasticity  ï Elbows/arms, shoulders not stiff. 
Weight  (especially in lateral movements)   balanced with no leaning. 
Following the movements (hands and seat at walk and canter). 
 
Use of Aids  
 
Subtle  ï hands must not stop motion.  Do they assist in achieving the criteria/geometry. 
Effective  ï do the half halts ñworkò 
Correct Basics  ï shown of the training of the horse:  forward straight, through, steady,  
elastic  rein contact, possible connection appropriate for the level of the horse and the    task at hand. 
Accuracy  ï for ring figures and transitions.            
 
Harmony  
 
Fluency  ï a seamless test 
Calmness  ï relaxation, limbs swinging freely from top line 
Willingness  ï no resistances such as head tossing, tail swatting 
Trust  ï a solid relationship 
Presentation  ï a pleasure to watch 
Empathy  ï tact in application of the aids 
Teamwork  
Strong Foundation  ï rider can ride both the test and the horse from the security of a stable position.           
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!ōƻǳǘ IŀƭŦπIŀƭǘ  
IŀƭŦπIŀƭǘ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ 
by the SVDA and provided as a 
service to its members. News 
items, show results, calendar 
of events, photos, classifieds 

and services directory are 
incorporated into the 

newsletter. 
DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER 
IS THE 25th OF EACH MONTH 

Wendy L. Murray 
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster 

vablonde25@aol.com 
 

SVDA Members: 
Submit your Show 

Scores, News, Stories or ideas 
for publication 
in Half-Halt by 

emailing Wendy at 
vablonde25@aol.com 
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SVDA Events, Volunteers and More... 

SVDA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Date Event Name Location 

March 12, 2011 Hop into Spring Schooling Show Williamston, NC 

March 20, 2011 SVDA Schooling Show Bridlewood Estates-Suffolk 

March 27, 2011 SVDA Low Cost Clinic w/Jessica Zoskey 
Transistions at Lakeview-
Windsor 

April 1, 2011 SVDA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE   

April 3, 2011 SVDA Schooling Show Princess Anne Farms-Va Beach 

April 10, 2011 SVDA Low Cost Clinic w/Anna Schriebl Patriot Farm, Ivor 

April 17, 2011 SVDA Licensed Show Carlton Farms-Williamsburg 

May 3, 2011 JR Team Intent Forms Due Bridlewood Estates-Suffolk 

May 22, 2011 SVDA Low Cost Clinic w/Tristin Butler Bridlewood Estates-Suffolk 

May 29, 2011 SVDA Schooling Show Bridlewood Farms-Waverly 

June 12, 2011 SVDA Schooling Show Happy Valley Center-Suffolk 

July 3, 2011 SVDA Schooling Show Terra Ceia Farm-Suffolk 

August 7, 2011 SVDA Licensed Show Carlton Farms-Williamsburg 

August 21, 2011 SVDA Sanctioned Shooling Show Bridlewood Estates-Suffolk 

September 18, 
2011 SVDA Schooling Show Sterling Meadows-Va Beach 

October 16, 2011 SVDA Championship Schooling Show Marturia Farm-Chesapeake 

December 3, 2011 SVDA Awards Deadline  

SVDA VOLUNTEER            
COORDINATOR 

 
Vice President 

Robyn Nunnally 
robynnunally@aol.com 

REMINDER: 
MEMBERS MUST HAVE FIRST 4 

VOLUNTEER POINTS           
COMPLETED BY JULY 1, 2011 TO 

BE       
ELIGIBLE FOR YEAR END AWARDS 

Schooling Show Volunteers 

Date:  May 29  
 

Location:  Bridlewood Farms-Waverly 
 

Entry Secretary (1):  
Wendy Murray 

124 Rockland Terrace 
Suffolk, VA 23434 

 
Show Secretary A.M. (1):  Lisa Croxton 
Show Secretary P.M. (1):  Lisa Croxton 

 
Ring Transportation to (1):  not needed 

 
Ring Set up:  (4) not needed 

 
Lunches & snacks (1):  Ann Spanagel 

 
Scribe A.M. (1):  Amanda St John 
Scribe P.M. (1):  Marylyn Leonard 

  
Ring Steward A.M. (1):  Amanda Petroski 
Ring Steward P.M. (1):  Jennifer Torres 

 
Runner A.M. (1):  Wendy Zolinski 
Runner P. M. (1):  Ryan Spanagel 

 
Ring Take Down (4):  not needed 

 
Ring Transportation from (1):  not needed 

 
SVDA Rep: AM ï            PM -   

 Totals 

Debbie Basta 4 

Tina Bodnar 4 

Rhonda Bowen 2 

Melinda Brown 4 

Victoria Bryant 2 

Katie Bruns 4 

Mark Butler 2 

Tristin Butler 20 

Paige Christiansen 8 

Robin Criswell 6 

Lisa Croxton 8 

Laurie Curtis 2 

Selwyn Curtis 2 

Shari Cutchin 8 

Renate Daigneault 5 

Reeta Edmondson 16 

Susan Erb 8 

Gabrielle Fleming 1 

Susan Forester 8 

Ingrid Goldblatt 4 

Allan Gonyo 2 

Carol Gonyo 10 

Alea Hansinger 3 

Valerie Harrell 10 

Ian Hubbs 12 

Sandy Johnson 30 

Stacey Johnson 1 

Robin Jones 16 

Katie Lang 10 

Marylyn Leonard 10 

Melisa Mahoney 4 

Barbara McArthur 16 

Toni Meranda 8 

Sarah Miller 16 

Janice Mumford 21 

Louise Murray 1 

Wendy Murray 24 

Robyn Nunnally 41 

Katy Owens 8 

Nancy Pettet 8 

Anita Rees 6 

Beth Rippel 8 

Diane Rombs 15 

Jennifer Rombs 5 

John Rombs 7 

Tiffany Rombs 5 

Danielle Rowland 16 

Donna Rowland 15 

Kathy Rowse 30 

Dawn Sherrill 4 

Allison Spanka 14 

Amanda St. John 1 

Brenda Stevens 2 

Bettina Strobach 8 

Allison Taylor 12 

Kristin Tessenear 8 

Yolanda Williamson 10 

Mary Winchell 21 

Mike Winchell 13 

Jessica Zoskey 1 
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