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CONGRATULATIONS TO T INA BODNAR AND CHAGALL ON THEIR USDF BRONZE 
MEDAL!  

 
It is with great humility that the day after my birthday Chagall and I scored a 60.769 in Third Level test 3 at 
NCDCTA Harvest Moon Dressage.  This score completes my personal goal of getting the USDF Bronze 
Medal.  This goal has been incredibly difficult.  I started in October of 2005 and got my 1st and 2nd level  

scores fairly quickly.  But third level is another story. 
 
After spending a year working for Jamie Nicolato, getting weekly 
lessons, and having the opportunity to ride some of her horses I 
improved my riding skills enough to ride with more tact, feel and 
looseness.  Still, showing 3rd level was hard.  Although, in 2010, 
I got two scores in the 60's under the same judge (to  
have a valid score you need two different judges).  That's when 
the hard part began.  God knew I probably would have gotten a 
big head about our  accomplishment if we had achieved it that 
quickly.  The next few tests were  always in the 50's.  I was start-
ing to not believe in myself.  I couldn't work at Jamie's anymore 
so we did clinics when we could.  We worked with Janice Mum-
ford, Kris Montgomery, Sue Remondini, Tristan Butler and most 
recently, Kathy Rowse, who helped me improve some individual 
test movements, and voluntarily  
gave me some advice on Sunday.  And, Debbie Rodriguez, who 

has been someone I can turn to anytime and who, also voluntarily, helped me on Sunday with some test 
movements.  And, I can't forget my new friend, Jennifer Freeland, who started helping me to improve the qual-
ity of his gaits and keeping throughness.   
To all these individuals I owe a debt of gratitude.  I never realized 
how hard this was going to be when l set this goal.  We could not 
have done this without you.  If I have forgotten anyone, I apologize, 
my mind is in a whirl. 
 
And, thanks to all the people who were praying for us.  As many of 
you know, I love the Lord and rely on Him for everything.  He is my 
source of peace, strength, courage, confidence, security, patience 
and so much more.  He was with us as we entered that ring.  I know 
your prayers helped us to achieve this goal. 
 
And finally, a special thanks to my dear husband Rich.  He stayed at 
home and took care of the other horses so we could go to the show.  
When I think of how wonderful he is as a support to my "horse" ad-
diction, I am so grateful.  I could not do this without his daily support. 
 
I am so blessed.  So, with the support, prayers and technical help of 
so many I can put this goal to rest.  Whew!  Next goal, Second level musical freestyle, just for fun.... 
 
Peace in Christ, 
Tina Bodnar and my little hero, Chagall 



DECEMBER 2011 | VOLUME 27| ISSUE XII                                                                                                                                                              

 

2011 Board of Directors 
 

President 
Kathy Rowse 

krowse@verizon.net 
 

Vice President 
Robyn Nunnally 

robynnunally@aol.com 
 

Secretary 
Danielle Rowland 
iam3264@aol.com  

 
Treasurer 

Shari Cutchin 
fourk9@aol.com 

 
Clinics and Programs 

Janice Mumford 
liljesco@aol.com 

 
Awards Chair 
Carol Gonyo 

tullagonyo@cox.net 
 

Juniors Chair 
Tristin Butler 

tristin@elfenridge.com 
 

Licensed Show Chair 
Donna Rowland 

donna.g.rowland@usa.dupont.com 
 

Membership Chair 
Reeta Edmundson 

reetaedmundson@cox.net 
 

Scholarship Chair 
Sandy Johnson 

pemcorgiluv@aol.com 
 

Schooling Show Chair 
Kristen Tessenear 

diamkr2001@yahoo.com 
 

Ways and Means Chair 
Diane Rombs 

promisedlandarabians@yahoo.com 
 

Newsletter and Webmaster Chairs 
Wendy Murray 

vablonde25@aol.com 
 

Members at Large 
Mary Winchell and Robin Jones 

 
VADA Representatives 

Beth Rippel 
Robyn Nunnally 
Sandy Johnson 

MEET YOUR 2012 SVDA BOARD OF DIRECTORS!  
 

President - Kathy Rowse 
Vice Pres - Robyn Nunnally 
Secretary - Daniele Rowland 

Treasurer - Shari Cutchin 
Awards Chair - Carol Gonyo 

Clinics & Programs - Janice Mumford 
Juniors Chair - Tristin Hardy Butler 

Licensed Shows Chair - Donna Rowland 
Membership Chair - Reeta Edmundson 

Scholarship Chair - Sandy Johnson 
Schooling Shows Chair - Kristen Tessenear 

Ways & Means Chair - Diane Rombs 
Webmaster & Newsletter Chair - Wendy Murray 

Members at Large : Mary Winchell, Robin Jones, Grace Williams 

VADA Representatives: Robyn Nunally, Beth Rippel, Sandy Johnson 

This is the dedicated and hard working group of people who make SVDA the great or-

ganization it is! 

We would like to also encourage members to participate and ALL member are always 

welcome to attend our Board Meetings. Please contact Kathy at krowse@verizon.net 

for the meeting schedule and join us! 

JR/YR TEAM NEWS 

  

Chick-Fil-A calendars 
for sale - only $10!  
Great Holiday gifts, 
packed with free    
coupons!  Contact Tris-
tin to purchase or get 
yours to sell!  Half of 
the proceeds to go the 
Jr. team for fundraising.  757-615-4975  

tristin@elfenridge.com 

Don't forget to set aside items for the Annual Silent 
Auction Fundraiser held at the SVDA Awards ban-
quet in Feb.  Horsie items or regular items, all pro-
ceeds go to the Jr. Team. 

mailto:tristin@elfenridge.com
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